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SYNOPSIS.  The British raid on the Möhne, Eder and Sorpe dams on the 
night of 16/17 May, 1943 caused the breaching of the 40m high Möhne and 
48m high Eder dams and serious damage to the 69m high Sorpe dam.  This 
paper considers the planning for the raid, model testing, the raid itself, the 
effects of the breaches and the subsequent rehabilitation of the dams. 
 
Whilst the subject is of considerable historical interest it also has significant 
contemporary relevance.  Events following the breaching of the dams have 
been used for the calibration of dambreak studies and emphasise the 
vulnerability of road and railway bridges which is not always acknowledged 
in contemporary studies. 
 


